


Ponderings

As we begin the month of November when we celebrate Thanksgiving, I thought it would be a good
idea to give you an update about our parish’s generous “Outreach” to the local community. I will speak
about two ‘categories’----New/Recent Initiatives and Ongoing Programs.

New/Recent Initiatives.

Community Dinners. These dinners are held on Sundays at 12:30 at the Baptist Church in Wickford.
Under the coordination of Chris Kosak, we have two teams of volunteers who prepare the meal on the
fourth Sunday of the month. Other churches in town cover the other weeks. There are approximately 25
people who take advantage of this free meal---some are poor, some are elderly, some are alone. They can
also get a ‘take out’ meal if they don’t want to stay and eat in the church hall. Thank you to our generous
volunteers. Before Covid (BC?) these dinners happened and then they stopped. Within the last year they
began again.

Emergency Assistance. We have been working with the St. Vincent De Paul Society chapter in the
South County region. They will get requests from North Kingstown residents for emergency assistance
with heating, rent, other utilities, etc. The committee members do the ‘vetting’ to make sure the request is
legitimate. After consulting the Finance Council, we set aside a small amount of money to assist with need-
ed help in this area. We have given out ‘food cards’ for those who need that kind of help, this emergency
assistance is something different.
We will take up a special collection/optional on Thanksgiving and Ash Wednesday to fund this new out-
reach effort.

Ongoing Programs

Food donations to North Kingstown Food Pantry. 1 am so very edified by your generous donations
of food each week. The bins in the vestibule are always full on Monday morning when Al Boucher and
helpers transport the food to the Food Pantry. We receive periodic notices from the Food Pantry about the
“pounds of food” we have donated---and we try to include this in the bulletin. What is impressive is that
we, as a community, by our regular donations, realize that food is needed ‘year-round’----not once or twice
a year when we have special food drives. Thank you!

Clothing/Coats/Blankets. We donate such items to two different agencies. We have been giving the
blankets, coats, etc. to Emmanuel House in Providence----a well utilized shelter for the homeless, sponsored
by the Diocese. We began having clothing drives last year for ‘men’s clothing’ and ‘women’s clothing’ to
Warde Robe in Central Falls. This ministry, sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy, sells this clothing for a
nominal price and the proceeds go to McCauley Ministries (including McCauley House-----Soup Kitchen
located in Providence)

Advent Giving Tree. This annual activity provides much needed assistance to families and young
people in the South County Region. Coordinated by Nancy Delaney (and helpers), this drive has been very
successful for many years. The “tree” will soon be put up!

Baby Bottle Boomerang/Infants’ Clothing: One of our Pro-Life activities is to collect change/coins
for the Baby Bottle Boomerang—coins are placed in baby bottles---this benefits R.I. Right to Life. The
drive specifically supports “Ancora”, a mobile ultra sound unit which has proven to be a helpful resource
for women experiencing a crisis pregnancy. St. Garbriel’s Call is an activity of the Diocesan Life and Fami-
ly Ministry Office---we collect baby clothing/diapers/baby accessories-- which help mothers and their in-
fants in need. Jean & Jim Martish coordinate these activities.

Food Cards/Poor Box. Located in the vestibule of the church---between the doors, you will find our
“Poor Box”. The money from the Poor Box is used to purchase ‘food cards” from local grocery stores. We
receive regular/monthly requests for assistance with food. We give out ‘food cards’----if we have them-----
once per month. We keep track of who receives the cards and on what date they are given out.

Thank you for your generosity in our various ‘old’ and ‘new’ OUTREACH projects to the commu-
nity!
--Fr. Gaffney >






Parish Support

October 20, 2024 2023
Basket $6,780.00 $6,547.00
ACH $3,277.00 $3,489.00

October 27, 2024 2023

Basket $7,011.00 $6,744.00
ACH $2,747.00 $2,409.00
YTD $202,557.00 $183,895.00

Bishop Hendricken — Information
Night

Bishop Hendricken High School will hold an In-
formation Night on Wednesday, November 13
from 6:00 PM to 8:00 Pm. Information on admis-
sions, financial aid, academics, college placement,
athletic and extracurricular activities will be avail-
able. The entrance exam for prospective 8", 9" or
10" grade students will be held on Saturday, De-
cember 7™ at 8:30 AM. For more information
please call the Admissions Office at 401.889.5425
or admissions@hendricken.com.

All Souls Memorial Book

A special “Memorial Book™ will be placed in the
front of the church, to the left of the altar for all
those who died in the parish. Parishioners are
welcome to write in the names of those they
would like us to pray for during the month of No-
vember, the month of the Holy Souls. In order
to not wait in line, we offer two additional op-
tions for providing the names of your deceased
loved ones.

E-mail the names of your deceased loved ones to
the parish office at:
sbc.pa@verizon.net.

Fill out the form below and mail it to us or drop in
the collection basket.

The names you send us will be inscribed in the
Memorial Book. We will pray for all our be-
loved dead during the month of November. May
our prayers help them find a home in Heaven.

Please Inscribe the Following
Names in the Memorial Book

Young at Heart Returns!

Our Young at Heart Luncheon returns on the fol-
lowing dates at noon with sign in at 11:30 am

November 18, 2024
December 16, 2024
February 10, 2025
March 24, 2025
April 28, 2025
June 2, 2025

We welcome families to bring their children—our youngest parishioners in their strollers to Mass.

Young at Heart November Luncheon

Monday, November 18 at Noon (sign in at 11:30 AM)

Name (s)

Menu: TBD

Cost: $15.00 per person.
Please respond by Monday, November 11.

(Please make out checks payable to St. Bernard)
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