
 
 

Fr. Unsworth’s Retirement. 
 
I have been a pastor for in this Diocese for almost 33 years and the first 22 of those years I also 
managed parish schools.  As I approach my 71st birthday, I have become more and more aware 
of the physical limitations I have at this age.  To put it plainly, I don’t have the energy I once had 
and ongoing physical issues, prevent me from being as actively involved in all aspects of Parish 
Life as I once was able to be.  Therefore, I recently met with Bishop Tobin and requested that I 
be allowed to retire from Parish Administration.  He accepted my request and my retirement will 
take effect on June 30th of this year.  I am certainly not retiring as a priest, but I am retiring from 
Parish Administration. 
 
I am announcing my retirement now so that the Diocese and the Parish will have adequate time 
to prepare for a smooth transition to a new pastor.  And, with the current shortage of priests in 
the Diocese I am sure that I will be very busy helping out in areas of the Diocese when priests 
are needed.  Also, I will become the Pastor Emeritus of St. Bernard’s and so there will always be 
a connection between myself and the Parish. 
 
Most importantly, you should know that of all the 33 years I have served as a Pastor, and 43 
years as a priest, many of my best years have been the 10 years I have served here with all of 
you.  You have helped me and encouraged me and made my life and service here a true joy and I 
know that I will miss you more than you will miss me.  Again, my retirement will not take effect 
until June 30 and so I look forward to 4 more months here with all lf you, who have been so very 
good to me. 
         Fr. Jack 
 


