
 

 

Rev. David F. Gaffney, Pastor 
sbc.pastor@aol.com 

Rev. John E. Unsworth, Pastor, Emeritus 
Rev. Charles Maher, Weekend Assistant 

 
Pastoral Assistant:        Angelo Giacchi 
Administrative Assistant:      Michael Saunders 
Elementary Faith Formation: Dawn Masterson 
Youth Faith Formation:      Christina Pichette 
Rel. Ed. Office Manager:      Deborah Fortin 
Music Director:       Alison Shea 

 
Mass Schedules 

Weekends 
Saturday Vigil ~ 5:00 PM 

Sundays 
7:00 AM 8:30 AM 10:30 AM 

Weekdays 

8:00 AM Monday through Friday 

 

Address: 275 Tower Hill Road 
 North Kingstown, RI 02852 

Phone : 401-295-0387 

E-mail: sbc.bus@verizon.net 

Web: www.stbernardnk.org 

Hours: Mon - Tues: 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Wednesday 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

Thursday & Friday: Closed 

Baptism: Please call Angelo at the Parish  
 Center for information about    
 scheduling and preparation. 
 
Communion  Please notify us of those sick and  
to the Sick: in need of Communion at home. 

Marriage: Please call 10 months in advance. 

Holy Orders: Tel: 401-831-8011 
 www.catholicpriest.com 

Project Rachel: Post abortion counseling 
 Tel: 401-421-7833, ext. 118 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturdays 4:00 PM  
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Following Tuesday’s 8:00 AM Mass until 11:30 AM
 (Suspended Until Further Notice) 
 

Family Faith Formation Program 
Our programs provides parishioners of all ages oppor-
tunities for learning, growing and living our Faith 
through common experiences, age-specific learning 
and interactive sharing. Please call the Parish Center 
for information regarding any of our programs or 
email: 

Grades: 1 to 5:         sbc.reled@verizon.net 

Grades: 6 to 10:       sbc.teenff@gmail.com 

 

 Saint Bernard Church 

September 6, 2020 
Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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Ponderings  

Happy Labor Day! Where did the summer go?  It has been a very different kind of summer coping with the 
Corona virus and the Fall will, no doubt,  present its own challenges.  Labor Day does provide the oppor-
tunity for us to reflect on the ‘labor’ in each of our lives.   
 

In the Book of Genesis, we have the beautiful description of God’s ‘labor’ of creating the world and every-
thing in it----including the human family!  When we ‘labor’ we are reminded that we are created in the im-
age and likeness of God, and we, too, are called to ‘labor’---to create.  This Labor Day may be quite differ-
ent for many parishioners.  Some have lost a job---what was once a regular ‘labor’ is no longer there.  
Some are working from home---their house has become their workplace.  Some continue to work on the 
‘front-line’ of the pandemic---in healthcare and public safety.  Some are looking for employment---
participating in ‘virtual interviews’---a hugely different way of hiring.  There may be many others who 
continue to labor in much the same way as before—with some new social distancing safety restrictions.  
Those who have retired from their jobs perhaps find they have a new ‘labor’.   
 

Whenever our labor is directed at some good----caring for our families, for example—we are serving God.  
Caring for family is a ‘labor of love’----how hard parents work to provide a home for their children!  Most 
recently parents have become the ‘teachers’ of their children in their home/office/school!  It is likely that 
parents and family members will continue to ‘labor’ as the teachers of their children to some degree.   
 

Our labor also provides us with what we need for a good life.  It helps us to also care for others---to share 
with those who are in need.   
 

In thinking about this ‘Labor Day-2020’ I have been reflecting on what ‘stewardship’ looks like in our pre-
sent day.  You’ve heard that good stewardship in the life of a parish calls every parishioner to share their 
Time, Talents and Treasure.  In the two months I have been here I have been aware of a variety of ways 
that parishioners are doing this.  You have heard me or seen in print my regular “thank you” to each of you 
for your offertory donations.  Some are placed in the baskets in church, some are mailed in, some are done 
through automated giving.  We literally depend on your generosity to keep the doors open and the lights 
on.  Thank you.   
 

I have noticed many of you sharing your time and talents.  Thank you.  I began to put together a list----but 
thought I could easily forget someone----but in small and big ways I have seen many of you sharing your 
time and talents in the parish.   
 

And yet…. we need more!  Yes. I invite you to think of how you can continue and increase the good stew-
ardship that is necessary even in this Corona-virus-time to continue our Mission----of drawing everyone in 
this community into a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ and secondly,  to strengthen the Vitality of our 
parish.  As you see requests in the bulletin or in our parish e-mail for help with various activities, programs 
and projects---please consider ‘signing-up’ to help---too often we can think to ourselves, ‘someone else 
will do it’…..We all need to grab an oar and row the boat of St. Bernard’s!   
 

I recently read an article that stated that as a result of the pandemic one out of five churches will close in 
our country---this includes all Christian denominations.  Another article said that already 140 catholic 
schools in our nation will close---some were contending with low enrollments already. The Corona virus 
has and will continue to impact many institutions, businesses and charities in our communities.  Good 
stewardship helps us maintain our strength in this difficult time.  
 

It has always been important to exercise good parish stewardship----in this day, it is even more important--
--it is vital.   
 

--Fr. Gaffney   
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Mass  
Intentions 

 

 

MONDAY, September 7 
  8:00 AM – Deceased of the Parish 

 TUESDAY, September 8 
  8:00 AM – John & Kathleen Casey 

 WEDNESDAY, September 9  
  8:00 AM – William Dowden  
  by the Dowden Family 

 THURSDAY, September 10 
  8:00 AM – Ken Caldwell   
  by a friend 

 FRIDAY, September 11 
  8:00 AM – Victims of 911 

 

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE 

SATURDAY, September 12   
  5:00 PM – Mark Tripp   
  by his wife 

 SUNDAY, September 13   
  7:00 AM – Deceased of the Parish 

   8:30 AM – William Chaplin  
  by his family 

  10:30 AM – Dee Anne Madusky  
  17th Anniversary by her mother & brother 

On August 3, 2020 
 

Nathan Anthony Palana 
 

was welcomed to our parish through the Sacrament 
of Baptism. We congratulate his parents. 

Catholic Charity Appeal. 
 
You may be aware 
that the Catholic 
Charity Appeal had to 
be put ‘on hold’ due 
to the Corona virus.  
Many of you have 
already made your 
contribution to the 
CCA—as a response 
to direct mailings.   
Thank you!  We will 
have an “adapted” “In 

Pew Weekend” on September 12-13.  We cannot 
place envelopes, pens, etc. in the pews, but we can 
leave envelopes on the tables where the bulletins 
are placed.  Please take home a pledge envelope 
and drop it in the collection basket next week. 

Other ways to make a gift:  
www.givecentral.org/2020CCA 

 is the online giving site for the 2020 Catholic 
Charity Appeal. 
 
Text to Give:  401-496-9889 (text the word 
“Appeal” to the number above, and a secure giv-
ing link will be sent automatically in response. 
 
Gifts of Stock/IRA/Mutual Funds, etc.: Please 
contact Rich Popovic at  

RPopovic@dioceseofprovidence.org 
 or (401) 277-2115 for any questions on gifts of 
stock, IRA’s, mutual funds, etc 



 

 

Faith Formation 2020-2021: IT’S REGISTRATION TIME!!!!!  
 

Registration information was emailed this week to families that participated in our programs last year. 
Check out our website www.stbernardnk.org for all details about the changes to the program and the excit-
ing new curriculum for this year. Please view the informational slideshow first for an explanation of how the 
program will be running this year. 
 

If your child was not part of our program last year or you did not receive an email and you would like to reg-
ister them for the grade appropriate program, detailed information about the program can be found on our 
website: 
Also, registration and payment can be done on our website. Upon your review of the documents, should you 
have any questions, please contact the Faith Formation Office at sbc.reled@verizon.net or 295-0387.  
 

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES 
 

9/12/2020 - Drive thru Pick up Materials (According to Last Name) 
9:00 AM - 9:30 AM:   A -G  9:45 AM - 10:15 AM:  H - N 
10:30 AM - 11: AM:   O - Z 

 

9/20/2020 - Program begins 9/20 (Catechetical Sunday) 
Gospel Reading: 25th Sunday Ordinary  Matthew 20:1–16a 

Youth and Young Adult Ministry Opportunity 
 

We continue to live in this challenging COVID time. A new academic school year is beginning. Our par-
ish, St. Bernard Church wants to enrich your faith life by offering opportunities to come together with oth-
er young parishioners. Would you be interested in forming a Middle School, High School, or a Young 
Adult Ministry pod? We will be beginning registration for the 2020-2021 school year in a couple of 
weeks. Pods are capped at 10 people which include 8 participants and two adults. Pods will meet in-
person once a month for spiritual formation, service projects and activities. Initially, pods will meet out-
doors. We will then consider both virtual meetings or using the Church Hall with social distancing. We 
will have Middle School (6-8), High School (9-12), and Young Adult (college+) pods. In-person meetings 
will follow all state mandated group safety policies and procedures. Registration is free. Registration will 
be open online starting Saturday, September 12th through Wednesday, September 30th. Please go to our 
website to register. Any questions or suggestions please contact Christina at sbc.teenff@gmail.com. Tell 
a friend!  

Treasures from Our Tradition 
 

 In the early years of the church, most people never availed themselves of once-in-a-lifetime pen-
ance. Yet penitents were highly visible. They wore distinctive garments or chains, and they were relegated 
to special zones in the church. They might be dismissed from the Sunday assembly after the Word, forbid-
den to join in the Prayer of the Faithful or the Eucharist. This dismissal was done with great affection and 
tenderness as the bishop laid his hands on the heads of the sinners. During Lent almost everyone would 
identify with penitents by clothing, insignia, or by following the penitents’ regular diet. Rather than sit in 
judgment over them, the church desired to intercede for them before the Lord. “Let Mother Church weep for 
you and wash away your sins with her tears,” said St. Ambrose to his penitents in Milan. Ambrose liked to 
think of them as Jonah in the whale, meditating on his errors. In a letter to his sister he said that Jonah is al-
so a sign of Christ in the tomb, and so he had great faith in the penitents’ future proclamation of the Resur-
rection with their reclaimed status in the assembly. 



 

 

Emmanuel House Homeless Shelter 
 

We are always in need of new socks, bath towels, 
and backpacks, twin-sized bedding, hats, gloves, 
and cans of coffee, etc. Drop off items at the Par-
ish Center or Church gathering space. Contact the 
office at 295-0387 for more information. 

Shelter Guests Receive Assistance with: 
 
• SNAP (Food Stamps) Applications 
• Shower Facilities & Hygiene Products 
• Access to Clothing Room 
• ID Vouchers 
• Obtaining Health Insurance  
• Mental Health Referrals & Recovery Support 
• Employment Search & Resumes 
• Apartment Hunting & Applications 
• Referrals to Diocese’s Immigration Office 
• Case Management Services & After Care 
• Ability to take part in Community Garden 

The N K Food Pantry 
 

The pantry usually needs: 
 
Canned fruit (fruit cocktail, peaches, pears), 
Hearty soups, Canned vegetables especially corn 
and mixed vegetables, Pasta other than spaghetti, 
Pancake mix and syrup, Brownie and cake mixes, 
Crackers, Jelly and jam. 
 
For more detailed information or to make a mon-
etary donation visit the new website: 
 

www.nkfoodpantry.org/ 

Parish Support 
 

  August 23, 2020 2019 

Basket  $6,875.00 $6,870.00 

ACH   $2,758.00 $1,635.00 

 
  August 30, 2020 2019 

Basket  $8,242.00 $7,158.00 

ACH   $2,408.00 $1,894.50 

YTD               $87,471.82            $86,924.00 

Parish Support 
 

We are truly grateful to the many members of the 
Parish who have been so faithful and generous in 
using ACH accounts or mailing in their budget 
envelopes to help support the finances of the Par-
ish.  You can send us one check for your entire 
month’s donation or you can open an ACH ac-
count by going to our website:. Instructions and 
the Online Giving link can be found on our 
website: 

www.stbernardnk.org/support-your-parish 

Update: Annual Wedding 
Anniversary Mass. 

 
Bishop Tobin has announced that the Annual 
Wedding Anniversary Mass scheduled for the 
Cathedral of SS. Peter and Paul for Sunday, Sep-
tember 27th has been cancelled.  It is ordinarily a 
very large event.  There is a concern for the large 
number of those who would attend and the age of 
many of the attendees. If you are celebrating a 
special wedding anniversary (25, 40, 50, 60 years 
or more) please call or e-mail the rectory office.  
We will send those names and mailing addresses 
to the bishop and he will send you a personal let-
ter and certificate.  It is his hope to schedule the 
Wedding Anniversary Mass again in the fall of 
2021. Please send us this information by Sep-
tember 14th.  

Parish E-Mail 
 
Are you getting it?  It is easy to sign up!  Go to 
the parish website: www.stbernardnk.org and 
click on LINKS----you will then see “Sign Up 
For Parish E-Mail”---you then type in your e-
mail address.  A weekly e-mail is sent out on 
Thursday at noon.  A new feature was recently 
added:  a very brief video about the upcoming 
Sunday Gospel:  “Let the Gospel Fill Your 
Week” If you have any trouble signing up for the 
e-mail please contact the parish office.  
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