
Reflection for the Seventh Sunday of Easter    May 24, 2020 
- John 17:1-11 

 
 
     After sharing the Last Supper with his disciples, Jesus, at the end of his working life, is 
offering himself unselfishly to the Father.  It is the hour when everything is falling apart and the 
drama leading to his death has been set in motion.  Raising his eyes heavenward, Jesus sums up 
the significance of his life by recalling the past.  He expresses to the Father his innermost 
thoughts and deepest desires beginning with the mysterious exclamation, “Father, the hour has 
come, glorify your Son so that your Son may glorify you.”  On the following day at Calvary, 
raised on the cross in death, he would be brought to the glory of the resurrection and become the 
source of eternal life for all who believed in him.  As the prayer continues, we suddenly get the 
impression of being party to a very intimate conversation between Jesus and God the Father.  He 
is talking about handing over his mission to the apostles, who would soon be saddled with the 
burden of spreading the Good News.   
 
     We listen intently as he prays for the future members of the Church in every age because we 
are included in this prayer.  From this prayer we discover that, as Christians, we are united in 
every generation by a common purpose which is to reflect the honor and glory of God.  This is 
carried out in ordinary everyday occurrences by doing his will, making his name known and by 
dedicating our work, no matter how insignificant it may seem, to his honor. 
 
     Getting to know the will of the Father is never going to be easy and can only be achieved if 
we become people of prayer.  Prayer is an admission of dependence on God’s friendship and a 
realization that we cannot live life fully without his help.  When we pray we talk to God and we 
express our deepest desires, our hopes and our worries.  He is a friend who listens, understands, 
shows concern and accepts us fully as we are – sins and all.  Every time we pray we strengthen 
our friendship with God who gives us the courage to calmly face the troubles of life.  Prayer is 
the breath of the soul and the life-line of every believing community.  Time spent in prayer helps 
us to realize that we are carrying on the work of Jesus.  Remember, we can pray anywhere – the 
time or the place is not important.  If Christ needed prayer to carry on his mission how can we 
continue his saving work without being people of prayer? 
          Fr. Jack 
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MASS CARDS FOR THE 
DECEASED 

 
In these times of social distancing, it is 
especially difficult to celebrate Funeral 
service for dear friends and loved ones.  If 
you would like to send a Mass Card to a 
family who has suffered a loss, go to our 
web page www.stbernardnk.org and click on 
“forms”.  Download the Mass Card Form 
and send it to us.  We will mail the card to 
the family in your name. 

 

 
 

Fr. David Gaffney, Welcome 
 

On July 1, we will welcome our new pastor, 
Fr. Gaffney (he’s the priest on the left!).  He 
will need some time to get to know everyone 
and to find out how things work here, but he 
will have a much easier time if he knows 
you are praying for him.  
 
 
WE NEED YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS. 
 
We have been sending out weekly 
newsletters to 725 of our Parishioners each 
week.  More than 500 of them are opening 
them but there are another 450 registered 
parishioners who did not give us an e-mail 
address.  If you want to be kept informed, 
please call us and give us your current e-
mail address so that we can put you on the 
list or  go to our web site 
www.stbernardnk.org/links and click on” 
Sign up for Parish Email” 
 

Public Masses Resume 
On May 31st 

 
We are preparing the Church for the 
expected re-opening of our Church on the 
Weekend of May 30/31st.  However, this 
will be done with great caution and with the 
safety of everyone in mind. In order resume 
weekend Masses we will need volunteers at 
each Mass to help keep Communion lines 
orderly, show people to their seats, which 
will be far fewer than we usually have and 
to help sanitize and wipe-down the pews 
after each Mass. If you would like to help, 
please call or email the office this week. We 
would appreciate all the help we can get. E-
mail us at sbc.pa@verizon.net or 
fr.unsworth@verizon.net.  
 

 
 

PARISH SUPPORT 
 

We are truly grateful to the many members 
of the Parish who have been so faithful and 
generous in using ACH accounts or mailing 
in their budget envelopes to help support the 
finances of the Parish.  You could send us 
one check for your entire month’s donation 
and be sure to put your budget envelope 
number on the check, or you can open an 
ACH account by going to our website, 
www.stbernardnk.org/support-your-parish 
and click on the Online Giving link.   

http://www.stbernardnk.org/
mailto:sbc.pa@verizon.net
mailto:fr.unsworth@verizon.net
http://www.stbernardnk.org/support-your-parish

