
Reflection for the Sixth Sunday of Easter, May 17, 2020 
- John 14:15-21 

 
 
Today’s Gospel offers us the very personal words spoken by Jesus privately to his disciples in 
the Upper Room at the Last Supper.  It is often referred to as “The Final Discourse of Jesus”, 
because he is about to suffer and die and leave the disciples on their own.  His speech centers 
around his own personal life and he speaks of the Father, with whom he is in closest union in the 
most intimate of terms.  He refers to the apostles, who are his friends, as children with the 
consoling promise that on his departure he will not leave them orphans but will send them his 
Holy Spirit.  This is a remote preparation for Pentecost and the foundations of the Church, when 
the breath of the Spirit will transform them into fearless preachers entrusted with a mission of 
spreading the gospel.  What Jesus is intent upon doing is building up the shattered faith of his 
disciples for the work facing them after his Resurrection. 
 
Jesus did not leave the apostles to struggle with the Christian life without the help of his Spirit 
and he won’t leave us either, we have his Word for this.  The outpouring of the Spirit was not 
reserved exclusively for those who lived in the time of Jesus.  The Holy Spirit is real, the third 
person of the Holy Trinity who loves and cares for us and is our strength and encouragement in 
times of trial, just as much as he was for the apostles. 
 
There is a great mystery of hope contained in today’s Gospel and we should take courage from it.  
The Church has never been deprived of the truth of God.  In the Holy Spirit we have a helper and 
a comforter who makes Jesus present in each generation to every person in their individual 
situation.  But remember, the Holy Spirit will not arrive unannounced or force an entry into any 
person’s heart. 
 
Jesus can only free and save those who seek to be saved.  We will receive the Lord’s Spirit and 
grow in our awareness of Jesus only if we request it in prayer and follow the law of God by 
keeping the commandments. 
 
On at least four occasions during the Last Supper, Christ said: “If you love me keep my 
commandments.”  Jesus invites us to show our loyalty by remaining faithful.  Only those who are 
obedient in carrying out his will are capable of experiencing the fullness of the Spirit.  The 
Gospel is not about easy victories.  In the struggle to build a better world we are his instruments 
charged with opening ears, eyes and hearts to what is good, true and beautiful in his Kingdom.  
We do all this by living lives of remarkable goodness in unspectacular ways. 
 
Almighty God, we entrust our lives and our needs to your care.  By the gift of your love bind us 
together as your Church so that we may have the courage to live according to our convictions as 
followers of Christ.    Amen. 
 
          Fr. Jack 
 
 
 



We will soon welcome a New 
Pastor 

 
Following the announcement of Fr. 
Unsworth’s retirement, Bishop Tobin has 
appointed a new pastor for our Parish who 
will begin his duties here on July 1, 2020.  
His name is Fr. David Gaffney and he has 
been a priest of the Diocese since the year 
2000, serving in several parishes, including 
pastor of Blessed Sacrament in Providence 
and St. Timothy in Warwick.  He has also 
been a teacher and has worked in priestly 
formation in Providence and in Rome.  It is 
not clear how or when we will be able to 
meet him and welcome him but we do want 
you to know that he is our new pastor and 
we pray that under his capable leadership 
the Parish will continue to flourish. 
 
 
WE NEED YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS. 
 
We have been sending out weekly 
newsletters to 725 of our Parishioners each 
week.  More than 500 of them are opening 
them but there are another 450 registered 
parishioners who did not give us an e-mail 
address.  If you want to be kept informed, 
please call us and give us your current e-
mail address so that we can put you on the 
list or go to our website: 
www.stbernardnk.org/links and click on 
‘Sign Up for Parish Email’. 
 
 

MASS CARDS FOR THE 
DECEASED 

 
In these times of social distancing, it is 
especially difficult to celebrate Funeral 
serviced for dear friends and loved ones.  If 
you would like to send a Mass Card to a 
family who has suffered a loss, go to our 
web page www.stbernardnk.org and click on 
“forms”.  Download the Mass Card Form 
and send it to us.  We will mail the card to 
the family in your name. 

 
FEAST OF THE ASCENSION 

 
May 21stth is Ascension Thursday and a 
Holy Day of obligation.  Mass will be 
broadcast on our website, 
www.stbernardnk.org. beginning Thursday 
at 8 AM and continuing all day. 
 

PARISH SUPPORT 
 

We are truly grateful to the many members 
of the Parish who have been so faithful and 
generous in using ACH accounts or mailing 
in their budget envelopes to help support the 
finances of the Parish.  You could send us 
one check for your entire month’s donation 
and be sure to put your budget envelope 
number on the check, or you can open an 
ACH account by going to our website, 
www.stbernardnk.org/support-your-parish 
and click on the Online Giving link.   
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