
 
 
It is no accident that the Church has designated May as the month when we give special honor to 
Mary, the mother of our Savior. It is also not a coincidence that Mother’s Day falls during this 
month, for both have much in common. Mary has always had a special place of honor in the 
Church and has served as a model for all Christians – and in a special way for mothers and for all 
women in the Church. The way the Church understands Mary’s role is very well described by 
Bishop Clark, the retired bishop of Rochester, NY who wrote: 
 

“Mary is not a woman protected from the demands of faith in daily living. There is 
nothing sentimental about her. She is a woman with her feet planted firmly on the 
earth – Mary of Nazareth, the new Eve, the new Mother of all the living, the woman 
whose risk in faith first made Christ present among us.” 

 
It is precisely in this way that Mary is the first model for the contemporary woman – not as a 
mysterious icon or an object of obscure veneration and unattainable blessedness, but as an 
altogether human woman who was painfully misunderstood by the man she loved and who was 
confused by her child’s behavior. Mary is the woman who was not afraid to speak her mind or 
voice her questions; who stood by courageously while her Son was executed; who was present at 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit and who, indeed, had a role of leadership in the early Church. 
 
When Mary’s place in the life and ministry of the Church is recognized and understood, the 
place of all women in the Church is assured. Therefore, women are not seen as onlookers or 
maidservants but as integral coworkers, as necessary for the work of the Church in our world as 
Mary was and is for all time. 
 
In her day, Mary was one of the “little people” not important enough to get paid well or to be 
famous in her day, but she was the most important Christian who ever lived because she was the 
FIRST Christian. As the Church honors her during the month of May we see the goodness of 
Mary in our own mothers and we thank God for them, for without them we would have no faith 
and no Church. 
 
This time of social distancing also gives us an opportunity to come to know Mary better through 
prayer and the scripture.   I hope you will join me in spending more time with Mary this month, 
she is the one Holy Mother we can all relate to and celebrate with on Mother’s Day. 
 
God Bless you, and Happy Mother’s Day,     
 
Fr. Jack 



When will Churches reopen? 
 
If you are a fan of 1950’s TV game shows, 
you might say that this is the $64,000 
question.  It is impossible to say how or 
when the Governor will begin to relax 
restrictions on gatherings in Churches.  We 
are like restaurants in that we would have to 
take out all the Hymnals and pass out “song 
sheets” that would be disposed of after each 
Mass.  We may be required to limit the 
seating to a percentage of the capacity of the 
seating in the Church.  Would that mean that 
after so many people are seated, we turn the 
rest away?  And, when in Church, will 
people have to wear face masks and sit at a 
distance from each other?  Can families sit 
together? Can we distribute Communion 
with face masks on?  At this point there are 
more questions than there are answers.   
 
What we do know is that our first 
responsibility is to make sure that we do all 
we can to contain the spread of this deadly 
virus and protect each other from it.  If that 
means a few more weekends away, then we 
will have to accept it. 
 
With that in mind, let us try to keep 
informed and we will let you know by e-
mail as soon as we can if there are any new 
developments. 
 
WE NEED YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS. 
 
We have been sending out weekly 
newsletters to 725 of our Parishioners each 
week.  More than 500 of them are opening 
them but there are another 450 registered 
parishioners who did not give us an e-mail 
address.  If you want to be kept informed, 
please call us and give us your current e-
mail address so that we can put you on the 
list or go to our website: 
www.stbernardnk.org/links and click on 
‘Sign Up for Parish Email’. 

FEAST OF THE ASCENSION 
 
May 21, 2020 is Ascension Thursday and a 
Holy Day of obligation.  Mass will be 
broadcast on our website, 
www.stbernardnk.org. beginning Thursday 
at 8 AM and continuing all day. 
 

PARISH SUPPORT 
 

We are truly grateful to the many members 
of the Parish who have been so faithful and 
generous in using ACH accounts or mailing 
in their budget envelopes to help support the 
finances of the Parish.  As you know, 
without our weekly collections we have 
experienced a significant loss in our 
revenue.  We still have bills and salaries to 
pay and our Parish Collections are our main 
source of revenue.  Help us meet our 
financial needs by sending us your 
contribution by mail.  You could send us 
one check for your entire month’s donation 
and be sure to put your budget envelope 
number on the check, or you can open an 
ACH account by going to our website, 
www.stbernardnk.org/support-your-parish 
and click on the Online Giving link.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spring Cleaning at St. Bernard’s- 
This is what pastors do all day! 
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