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Reflection on the Gospel:  John 10:1-10  

    
 
 
      
 
 
 
The preaching of Jesus is full of illustrations from the ordinary 
lives of his neighbors who were farmers and fishermen.  But the 
most appealing image of all and one that stands out from the rest 
is the figure of Christ as the Good Shepherd.  There is no better 
loved picture of Jesus in the Gospel.  In describing himself as the 
Good Shepherd he is painting a beautiful picture of his loving 
care for the human family while emphasizing how precious we 
are in the eyes of God.  Each one of us has a special place in his 
heart as he calls us by name and cares for us individually. 
 

He is our guardian and guide, constantly calling us home when we are inclined to wander and 
stray.  His everlasting love never gives up on us and keeps knocking at the door of our hearts 
seeking an entrance until we open.  There can be no greater grounds for hope than the consoling 
truth that we are loved by God in such a manner. 
 
This story of the personal love of Jesus for every individual and of his willingness to lay down 
his life for us, should prompt us to make some response in return for such lavish generosity.  If 
we claim to be part of his family, we should be eagerly following him with enthusiasm and 
generosity.  Life only becomes meaningful when we live with Christ.  Our surest road to safety is 
to be alert and ready to answer his invitation to come and follow.  We need constant reminding 
that our calling is to be shepherds after the heart of God, making Christ’s presence effective in 
our home and in our neighborhood.  This work is carried out effectively in our families and 
communities when we respond to the deepest needs of people under our care. 
 
For all our shortcomings we can be the touch of human love for those who have no friends, the 
tower of strength for those who are helpless and the healer for those who are in pain.  The caring 
acts of the Good Shepherd are performed in hands that serve.  Christ is dependent on you and me 
to be shepherds of his flock in a caring and loving service of others.  There is no other way for 
the church to be a beacon of hope, a light in the darkness and a sign of salvation for those in need 
of help. 
 
Let us pray: 
 
Father, hear our prayers, bless each one of us in the way you know best.  May we follow 
wherever you lead us.  We make our prayer through Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 
 



 
 
 
 

When will all be well again? 
 

There is no way around it, many people are 
becoming very anxious and irritated at the 
extended period of time we are being asked 
to put our lives on hold.  We want to get on 
with things and many are becoming very 
impatient as soon as they hear that in some 
places, things are improving. We in the 
Church are the same way.  But, we also 
know that rushing back into the crowd can 
also backfire and cause the virus to begin 
spreading again. 
 
While we have no idea when and how the 
Parish will begin to have regular Masses and 
activities again, we do know that things will 
be different and that everyone will have to 
be patient as things begin to move again. 
 
Here is what we do know: 
 
The First Communion will be held, but we 
do not know when.  Before we can have a 
ceremony, the children will still have to 
attend one more session for the preparation.  
We are considering a few options.  We 
could delay the ceremony until the Fall 
when schools re-open or we could divide the 
class into 4 groups and celebrate their 
special day on one of 4 different Sundays 
during the Summer. 
Nothing, however is set in stone and we will 
have to be patient and creative until we 
know what the future will be. 
 
The Confirmation ceremony is usually held 
in October, however, because more than 25 
Confirmations were cancelled in the spring, 
we will not know until September how the 2 
bishops are going to do that many 
Confirmations to make up for the ones that 
were not held.  Again, we will have to see 
what happens. 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

All Masses this week will be privately 
offered for the deceased of our Parish 
 
 

 
PARISH SUPPORT 

 
We realize that many of our parishioners are 
struggling financially because of the 
Coronavirus.  We ask that you please 
remember that your parish too is suffering a 
complete loss in our revenue.  We still have 
bills and salaries to pay and our Parish 
Collections are not been taken up each 
week.  Help us meet our financial needs by 
sending us your contribution by mail.  You 
could send us one check for your entire 
month’s donation and be sure to put your 
budget envelope number on the check, or 
you can open an ACH account by going to 
our website, www.stbernardnk.org/support-
your-parish and click on the Online Giving 
link.   
 
 
 

 
 
 


