
 

Second Sunday of Easter 
Divine Mercy Sunday 

 

Reflection on the Gospel: John 20:19-31 

    

 

In an age when faith is becoming more difficult and mystery is not 

accepted as truth.  When the mysteries of our faith are treated as if 

they were mere myths fabricated by primitive people to explain the 

mysteries of life they could not understand.  Today’s Gospel stands 

out and reminds us that the Resurrection was not a myth, or an 

early Christian story.  It is a documented fact.  Otherwise, how 

could this event have led to a world-wide movement that continues to grow even today.  No 

mythology would have generated so many generations of martyrs and saints, willing to give up 

their lives for this 1st century preacher who claimed that He was Divine and that He was the 

Messiah.  History itself proves that He is indeed who He said He was and that the Resurrection 

wan not staged by over-eager disciples, but really happened.  Even when the Romans tried to 

spread rumors that His body had been stolen, their fabrication of the facts never took hold. 

 

Today the Church places us in the upper room when the Risen Christ encounters Thomas.  We 

can’t really blame Thomas for not accepting the disciples’ story about the risen Christ without a 

single shred of evidence.  After what happened on Good Friday, it was asking too much of his 

type of personality.  Thomas had seen the Lord, whom he loved deeply, die on the Cross, 

crucified between two thieves.  He was disheartened, disillusioned and angry which made him 

hardhearted in his questioning and unwilling to accept the word of the others. This episode 

paints, in dramatic fashion, the journey of many people from a position of total disbelief to one 

of absolute faith.  Having doubts in our search for truth is nothing to be ashamed of and can 

actually turn out to be a growing point in the life of faith.  Thomas, with his intelligent 

questioning and his need for satisfactory answers is a good type of person to have in any 

community, and acts as a defense against the excesses of pious belief.  In many ways he echoes 

moments of our own uncertainty, when we question the religious values handed down to us. 

 

In our lives, faith is an on-going struggle and there are moments of crisis when our minds are 

darkened and our vision of God is blurred by clouds of doubt.  There is nothing comfortable 

about believing as it challenges us to change our lives as a result of our encounter with Jesus. 

The Risen Christ is present in our midst as much as He was with the early Christians and we are 

called to live our lives in His name.  It is through believing that we enter into a relationship with 

Christ and enjoy the new life which he offers us.  

 

 

God our Father, listen to our prayer for help.  May we never be discouraged by our weakness as 

we live in the hope and trust that You are always with us.  We make our prayer through Christ 

our Lord.   Amen. 

 

 

 

 



DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 

 

 
In the early 

1990’s, St. Pope 

John Paul II, 

declared the 

Sunday after 

Easter to be 

“Divine Mercy 

Sunday”.  This 

day we celebrate 

the Divine 

Mercy of Jesus Christ, as revealed by Christ 

Himself to St. Maria Faustina Kowalska, a 

20th century Polish nun to whom Christ 

appeared under the title “Divine Mercy”.  Sr. 

Faustina was born in 1905 and died in 

Krakow, Poland in 1938, but during her short 

life, she brought many people to believe in 

God’s unconditional mercy.  The image she 

saw of Christ had light flowing from His 

Divine Heart, offering mercy to all who seek 

it.  This image is on the wall at the rear wall 

of our Church. 

   Divine Mercy Sunday is a wonderful 

reminder to us of the need we have to keep 

the Church’s rule that we must all make our 

Easter Duty each year.  This means receiving 

the Sacrament of Penance and receiving the 

Eucharist at least once during the period of 

time between Ash Wednesday and Pentecost 

Sunday.  Although we are not able to 

physically receive these Sacraments because 

of the Covid-19 sequestering, we can ask the 

Lord to enter our hearts today with His 

Divine Mercy.  And, until you are able to 

physically receive His mercy in the 

Sacrament of Penance, let His merciful grace 

be poured out on you today. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 
All Masses this week will be privately 

offered for the deceased of our Parish 

PRAYER AGAINST 

CORONAVIRUS 

 
Lord Jesus Christ, our Divine Physician, 

we ask You to guard and protect us 

from Coronavirus and all  

serious illness. 

For all that have died from it, have mercy, 

for those searching for a remedy, enlighten 

them, 

for medical caregivers, strengthen and  

shield them. 

For those working to contain the spread, 

grant them success. 

May Your precious Blood be our 

defense and salvation 

and by Your grace, may You turn the 

evil of disease into moments of  

consolation and hope. 

Holy Mary, Our Lady of Guadalupe, 

Patroness of the Americas, 

intercede with your Son for us 

that we may find in Him 

our protection and our peace. 

Through Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

 

 

PARISH SUPPORT 

 

We realize that many of our parishioners are 

struggling financially because of  the 

Coronavirus.  We ask that you please 

remember that your parish too is suffering a 

complete loss in our revenue.  We still have 

bills and salaries to pay and our Parish 

Collections are not been taken up each week.  

Help us meet our financial needs by sending 

us your contribution by mail.  You could send 

us one check for your entire month’s 

donation and be sure to put your budget 

envelope number on the check, or you can 

open an ACH account by going to our 

website, www.stbernardnk.org/support-your-

parish and click on the Online Giving link. 
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