
 

 

Rev. John E. Unsworth, Pastor 
Rev. Charles Maher, Weekend Assistant 

 
 

Pastoral Assistant:        Angelo Giacchi 
Administrative Assistant:      Michael Saunders 
Elementary Faith Formation: Dawn Masterson 
Youth Faith Formation:      Christina Pichette 
Rel. Ed. Office Manager:      Deborah Fortin 
Music Director:       Alison Shea 

 
Mass Schedules 

Weekends 
Saturday Vigil ~ 5:00 PM 

Sundays 
7:00 AM 8:30 AM 10:30 AM 

 

Weekdays 

8:00 AM Monday through Friday 

 

Address: 275 Tower Hill Road 
 North Kingstown, RI 02852 

Phone : 401-295-0387 

E-mail: sbc.bus@verizon.net 

Web: www.stbernardnk.org 

Hours:    Monday - Wednesday  
     9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Thursday 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

Baptism: Please call Angelo at the Parish  
 Center for information about    
 scheduling and preparation. 
 
Communion  Please notify us of those sick and  
to the Sick: in need of Communion at home. 

Marriage: Please call 10 months in advance. 

Holy Orders: Tel: 401-831-8011 
 www.catholicpriest.com 

Project Rachel: Post abortion counseling 
 Tel: 401-421-7833, ext. 118 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturdays 4:00 PM  
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Following Tuesday’s 8:00 AM Mass  

until 11:30 AM 
 

Family Faith Formation Program 
Our programs provides parishioners of all ages oppor-
tunities for learning, growing and living our Faith 
through common experiences, age-specific learning 
and interactive sharing. Our First Communion pro-
gram is designed for children in grades 1 and 2. The 
Elementary program is for children in grades 3 
through 5. The Pre-Confirmation Program is for stu-
dents in grades 6 and 7. The Confirmation program is 
for students in grades 8 and 9, but any high school 
student is welcome. Please call the Parish Center for 
information regarding any of our programs. 

 Saint Bernard Church 

September 29, 2019: 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 



 

 

2 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
 
 
Although Our Church was dedicated on August 15th 2009, we are celebrating 
today because we needed a little extra time this year to schedule it when Bishop 
Tobin could celebrate with us.   
 
If you were here 10 years ago, you will notice that a great deal has been added 
to the Church and its surroundings.  We have moved the stained glass windows 
from the old church, a new office and Parish Center has been built, the old Da-
vis House has been renovated to become our Rectory and some improvements 
have been made to the landscaping.  But, the greatest addition to the parish has 
been the increased number of families who have joined the parish in the past 10 
years.  And, at a time when our parish and many other parishes have experi-
enced a decrease in the number of Catholics attending Mass each week, we 
continue to have a large congregation at many of our weekend Liturgies.  We 
are blessed with good, faithful and generous people who create a welcoming 
environment for our prayer and worship.  
 

Part of our Catholic Tradition is that we name patron saints for our parishes.  Ours is St. Bernard of Clair-
vaux. He was a 13th century monk who brought reform and renewal to the entire Catholic Church during 
his lifetime.  There is no evidence to tell us why our parish was placed under his patronage, but I think I 
have a clue.  When our Parish was founded in 1874, we were part of the Diocese of Hartford (Providence 
was not yet a Diocese) and the bishop of Hartford was Bishop Bernard O’Reilly. In 1857 Bishop O’Reilly 
traveled to Ireland to ask the Christian Brothers and the Sisters of Mercy to come to Rhode Island and 
open schools here.  On his return trip the ship he traveled on encountered a great gale and the ship was lost 
at sea.  It is likely that St. Bernard was chosen for our parish because of him. 
 
Today Bishop Tobin is dedicating and blessing a new shrine in our Church to our Parton Saint, Bernard.  
This shrine will be a reminder to us of the saint who watches over us and prays for us in heaven.   
 
Statues are not objects for worship.  They are images of those we cannot see.  Before 1850 there was no 
photography, only portrait painting.  Most of our saints lived and died without ever having a likeness of 
themselves made.  So, artists create statues that are surrounded with symbols that tell us who the saint is, 
otherwise how could we tell the difference between St. James and St. Peter, or St. Francis and St. Bene-
dict?  Our new statue of St. Bernard was carved in Italy by an artist who followed the ancient tradition of 
identifying him by the things that surround him.  First of all the bishop’s staff in his hand tells us that he 
had the authority of an Abbot in his community.  His white robe tells us that he was a monk belonging to 
the Cistercian Order of Benedictines. The Book of Gospels he holds in his hand tells us that he was fa-
mous for his eloquent preaching and his almost bald head marks the tonsure of a monk (a shaved head) as 
a sign of his humility. 
 
I hope you will find in St. Bernard a new friend praying for us in Heaven. 
 
         Fr. Jack 
 



 

 

Mass  
Intentions 

 

 

MONDAY, September 30 
  8:00 AM – Domenic Colombo & Dolly Absi
  by their sister 

 TUESDAY, October 1 
  8:00 AM – Deceased of the Parish 

 WEDNESDAY, October 2 
  8:00 AM – Deceased of the Parish 

 THURSDAY, October 3 
  8:00 AM – Deceased of the Parish 

 FRIDAY, October 4 
  8:00 AM – Ryan Cole 

 

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE 

SATURDAY, October 5   
  5:00 PM – William & Margaret Morrissey 
  by their family 

 SUNDAY, October 6    
  7:00 AM – John Wright   
  25th Anniversary by his family 

   8:30 AM – Alberta Miller   
  by Biron & Masterson families 

  10:30 AM – Deceased of the Unsworth Family 
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World Youth Day  
 
World Youth Day will be taking place in Lisbon, 
Portugal in 2022, and there is already interest in 
putting a group together to attend. World Youth 
Day (WYD) is a worldwide encounter with the 
Pope which is typically celebrated every three 
years in a different country. World Youth Day is a 
unique way to deepen your faith and grow closer 
to Christ, by means of prayer and the sacraments, 
together with thousands of other young people 
from all over the World. If you are interested, 
please come to an information and fundraising 
planning session on Sunday, November 17th  af-
ter the 8:30AM Mass. Any questions? Email: 
Christina Pichette at sbc.teenff@gmail.com.  
If you would like to learn more about WYD check 
out this website:  
https://www.wyd.catholicpilgrimoffice.com 

15th Annual Human Life Guild Day 
 
This year’s event will be held on Saturday, Octo-
ber 5, 9am – 1:30 p.m. at the Cathedral of SS. Pe-
ter and Paul. Bishop Thomas J. Tobin will be the 
main celebrant and homilist for the 9am Mass.  
Following Mass there will be a reception with the 
Bishop in Cathedral Hall and various life-related 
issues presented Rev. Charles Dahm, O.P., Rev. 
James Sullivan, O.P., Barth Bracy of R.I. Right to 
Life, Carmen Recaldo-Russo and Carol Owens.  
All are invited to attend the Mass but pre-
registration is required for the conference that 
will follow and the cost is $25.00 per person.  
Deadline to register is September 27 - call Carol 
Owens at 278-2518. 

Kidney Donor Needed 
 
We have been asked to help a 16 year Fire-
fighter who is need of a Kidney transplant.  
They are looking for donors who have types 
“A” of “O” blood.  If you think you can help. 
Please all the Living Donor Coordinator at 
RI Hospital  444-3091.  All inquiries are con-
fidential  
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Announcements 

Parish Support 
 

  September 15, 2019 2018 

Basket  $6,592.00 $6,885.00 

ACH   $2,522.00 $3,190.00 

 
  September 22, 2019 2018 

Basket  $7,205.00 $6,573.00 

ACH   $1,382.00 $1,755.00 

YTD           $112,938.00      $121,107.50 

Online Giving 
 

We offer an online option that complements our 
offering envelope use. By signing up to give your 
weekly offertory and special collections online, 
you will help the parish more accurately forecast 
our finances and plan more strategically. Online 
Giving is a safe, secure and dependable means of 
income for the parish. Visit  www.stbernardnk.org, 
click on “Support your Parish” and follow the 
link to ParishSoft, Online Giving. 

Upcoming Meetings 

Wed 
 10/2 

Children’s Choir 
Large Conference Room 

Teen Choir 
Large Conference Room 

 5:00 PM 
 
 
 5:45 PM 

Sun 
 10/6 

Middle Grades: 3, 4, 5 
    Children’s Mass 
    Class in Parish Center 

 
 8:30 AM 
 9:30 AM 

Sun  
 9/29 

Grades 6 & 7 (Pre-Confirmation) 
Parish Hall 

 
Grades 8 & 9 (Confirmation 1&2) 

Parish Hall 

 4:45 PM 
 
 
 4:45 PM 
 

Mon 
 9/30 

Finance Council 
Small Meeting Room 

 6:30 PM 

Thu 
 10/3 

Adult Choir 
Large Conference Room 

 6:45 PM 
 

Sat 
 10/5 

First Communion 1 & 2 
Parish Center 

 8:45 AM 
 

The N K Food Pantry  
NK Food Pantry needs: 

Canned vegetables-corn, peas, spin-
ach, Canned fruit, Hearty soups, 
Pasta (other than spaghetti) , Cereal, 
After School Snack, Stuffing, 

Annual Coat Drive 
 

Please drop off your GOOD, USED 
COATS and HATS at the Church 
or Parish Office to be distributed to 
those is need. For more information 
or to help, please contact the Parish 
Office . 

Finding Hope Support Group 
 
Divorced? Separated? The Office of Life and 
Family is offering the “Finding Hope” support 
group at St Lucy Church (Parish Center) 909 W. 
Main Rd, Middletown, on Thursdays (except Hal-
loween/Thanksgiving) 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m., Oc-
tober 10 through December 12. This free program 
provides a healing environment for sharing and 
topics related to separation/divorce, all in the light 
of our Catholic faith. For information, contact: Pe-
ter A Magnotta at 421-7833, ext.217. 
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Emmanuel House Homeless Shelter 
 

We are always in need of new socks, bath towels, 
and backpacks, twin-sized bedding, etc. Drop off 
items in the Church gathering space or at the Par-
ish Center.  

Sacramental Preparation 
 

Religious Education Schedules 
 

First Communion 1 & 2: (Grades 1 & 2) 
 

Saturday, October 5th 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM 
 First Class (8:45 AM arrival time) 
 

Grades 3, 4, 5: 
 

Sunday, October 6th  
 Children’s Mass 8:30 AM  
 Class-9:30-11:30 AM in the Parish Center 
 

Grades 6 & 7 and Confirmation 1 & 2 
 

Sunday, September 29th 
 First Class: 4:45 PM in the Parish Center 
 Mass: 6:30 PM 
 

Sunday, October 6th 12:30  - 4:30 
 Retreat in the Parish Center (Grade 8 Only) 
 

Confirmation Candidates for 2019 
 

Tuesday, October 15th 6:30-7:30 PM 
 Confirmation Rehearsal in the Church 
 

Saturday, October 19th 11:00 AM 
 Confirmation with Bishop Tobin 
 
If you have not registered your child for classes, regis-
tration and payment can be done on our website: 
www.stbernardnk.org. If you have any questions, 
please contact the Faith Formation Office at 
sbc.reled@verizon.net or 295-0387.  

Children’s Youth Choir 
 

Practice Begins Wednesday September 25th at 5pm 
 

If you like to sing then you should consider join-
ing the Children’s Choir, which takes place in a 
fun faith filled environment. The choir partici-
pates in the Children’s masses at 8:30, as well as 
different celebrations throughout the year like 
Christmas, Easter, and 1st Communions.  For the 
older singers (5th grade and up) there are opportu-
nities for assisting Miss Alison. Help is always 
welcome with leading rehearsals, preparing fold-
ers, assisting during the youth masses and cantor 
opportunities to name a few. Please see our Music 
Director Alison Shea for any questions or con-
cerns you may have. 

Teen Choir 
 

Practice Begins Wednesday September 25th at 5:45pm 
 

A new school year has begun and it is time to 
sing. The Teen Choir is our Contemporary Music 
Group for grades 6th through 12th. Our mission 
is to sing Christian contemporary music in a fun 
casual atmosphere. In addition to our various 
masses and events, the choir will be participating 
at some of the Sunday Night Youth Masses and 
are looking for some musicians to join the group. 
So if you like to sing or play an instrument 
please consider this group. Service hours will be 
rewarded for participating. Please see or email 
Alison Shea for more information:  

alison.shea72@gmail.com Annual Life Chain Sunday 
October 6, 2019 

 
As we begin  Respect Life Month, St Bernard’s   
parishioners are invited to join with members of St. 
Francis De Sales parish to for a “Life Chain”. We 
will meet on the sidewalk outside of the T. J. Maxx 
Plaza on Post Rd in North Kingstown from 2:00 
PM to 3:00 PM. The Life Chain is a peaceful and 
powerful demonstration of out commitment to the 
value and dignity of every human life, born and 
unborn. It is a public witness to the doctrine of our 
Church that every human life must be protected 
from the moment of conception to the moment of 
natural death. 
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