
 

 

Rev. John E. Unsworth, Pastor 
Rev. Charles Maher, Weekend Assistant 

 
 

Pastoral Assistant:        Angelo Giacchi 
Administrative Assistant:      Michael Saunders 
Elementary Faith Formation: Dawn Masterson 
Youth Faith Formation:      Christina Pichette 
Rel. Ed. Office Manager:      Deborah Fortin 
Music Director:       Alison Shea 

 
Mass Schedules 

Weekends 
Saturday Vigil ~ 5:00 PM 

Sundays 
7:00 AM 8:30 AM 10:30 AM 

 

Weekdays 

8:00 AM Monday through Friday 

 

Address: 275 Tower Hill Road 
 North Kingstown, RI 02852 

Phone : 401-295-0387 

E-mail: sbc.bus@verizon.net 

Web: www.stbernardnk.org 

Hours:    Monday - Wednesday  
     9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Thursday 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

Baptism: Please call Angelo at the Parish  
 Center for information about    
 scheduling and preparation. 
 
Communion  Please notify us of those sick and  
to the Sick: in need of Communion at home. 

Marriage: Please call 10 months in advance. 

Holy Orders: Tel: 401-831-8011 
 www.catholicpriest.com 

Project Rachel: Post abortion counseling 
 Tel: 401-421-7833, ext. 118 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturdays 4:00 PM  
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Following Tuesday’s 8:00 AM Mass  

until 11:30 AM 
 

Family Faith Formation Program 
Our programs provides parishioners of all ages oppor-
tunities for learning, growing and living our Faith 
through common experiences, age-specific learning 
and interactive sharing. Our First Communion pro-
gram is designed for children in grades 1 and 2. The 
Elementary program is for children in grades 3 
through 5. The Pre-Confirmation Program is for stu-
dents in grades 6 and 7. The Confirmation program is 
for students in grades 8 and 9, but any high school 
student is welcome. Please call the Parish Center for 
information regarding any of our programs. 

 Saint Bernard Church 

September 1, 2019: 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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     Jesus treasured children and childhood, saying in Matthew’s Gospel that we must all become like chil-
dren to enter the Kingdom of God (Mt 18:10-14).  To follow His invitation to become like a child, we must 
understand children and childhood.  When we welcome children, we welcome Jesus in our midst. 
 
     Educator, Neil Postman wrote way back in 1985 that the stage of life we know as “childhood” in North 
America probably will not survive much longer.  His forecast was based on a number of factors, but televi-
sion  and video games and social media were at the center.  That medium, he believes, rapidly brings chil-
dren into a world of experiences, visual images, language and attitudes reserved a generation or two ago for 
adults. Postman states that childhood as a time of life is only a few centuries old.  Prior to that time children 
were regarded as miniature adults and often given adult responsibilities.  In biblical times children had no 
rights at all.  They were seen but never heard.  We all remember the plight of children like Oliver Twist and 
Tiny Tim in the stories of Charles Dickens.  But even in our own country, children in the early 20th century 
were often forced to leave school and work in local textile mills until child labor laws prohibited it. 
 
     Today childhood is threatened, not by the exploitation of child labor, but by the exploitation of their 
“innocence”.  Children are constantly bombarded by adult images of sex and violence on television and at 
the movies.  Their entertainment is more adult than childlike, and we have little control because their access 
to this material is so easy and our culture is so saturated with it.  Children are exposed to problems and is-
sues that children in the past never had to deal with.  They are exposed to serious sin and vice, but they are 
rarely given the means to evaluate it.  Most children, for example, are far too young to really understand the 
immoral and negative implications of the sexual exploits and relationships on their favorite TV sit-com.  
They do not know how to deal emotionally with all the violence in most action movies.  Their video games 
are so realistic there is nothing left to their imaginations and “creative” play is almost gone completely. 
 
     Jesus tells us that children are smiled upon by angels and that we should all cultivate the child-like qual-
ities which make us more innocent, trusting, loving, teachable and dependent on another’s love.  If we 
want to help preserve these qualities in our children, there is much we can do to help.  One of the most visi-
ble ways is to lend our hands to children and teach them.  Our Religious Education Program offers opportu-
nities for many volunteer teachers to make a real difference in helping the children of our parish live with 
Christian values which will last their whole lives. 
 
     Next Sunday, we will begin again our special “Children’s Liturgy” which will take place each week at 
the 10:30 AM Mass where children will be go with a teacher to a special place during the first part of the 
Mass.  There the Scriptures of the day will be read to them and explained in a way they can relate to.  Dur-
ing the Offertory Collection they will return to their families and re-join the rest of us at Mass. 
 
     If you would like to assist with this helpful program, or with any of our religious education programs, 
then consider giving a small measure of time to make a lasting difference for our kids.  For information, 
please call the Religious Education Office at 295-0387. 
 
      
        Fr. Jack 
 



 

 

Mass  
Intentions 

 

 

MONDAY, September 2 
  8:00 AM – Maria & Joseph Cerilli  
  by their family 

 TUESDAY, September 3 
  8:00 AM – Deceased of the Parish 

 WEDNESDAY, September 4 
  8:00 AM – All Souls in Purgatory 

 THURSDAY, September 5 
  8:00 AM – Deceased of the Parish 

 FRIDAY, September 6 
  8:00 AM – Ryan Cole 

 

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE 

SATURDAY, September 7   
  5:00 PM – Michael & Rose Washko 
  by the Dilick family 

 SUNDAY, September 8   
  7:00 AM – Thomas DeCesare  
  by his family 

   8:30 AM – Dee Anne Devine  
  by her mother & brother 

  10:30 AM – Nicholas Cardi, Jr.  
  Month Mind Mass   
  6:30 PM – Faith Formation Family Mass 
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Catholic Women’s Conference 
 

Saturday, September 21, 2019 
7:00 AM to 3:00 PM 

Featuring: Kelly Wahlquist and 
Dr. Angela Franks 

 
 

The day begins with Holy Mass celebrated by 
Bishop Tobin and will include dynamic and en-
couraging talks, live music ministry, Sacrament 
of Reconciliation, swag bags, coffee an’ and 
lunch. The Women’s Conference will be held at 
the Cathedral of SS. Peter and Paul. For more in-
formation and to purchase tickets, please visit dis-
covercatholicfaith.org/womens-conference or call 
the Diocesan Office of Faith Formation at 401-
278-4646. 

K of C Breakfast 
(Public Invited) 

 
The Knights of Columbus will 
hold a Breakfast at the Council 
Hall, 1265 Tower Hill Road, 
North Kingstown, on Sunday, 
September 8th, from 7:30 to 
10:30. Eggs - Scrambled or Fried, 
Bacon, Nutella French Toast, 

Home Fries, Baked Beans, Breakfast Pastries, Or-
ange Juice, Coffee and Tea will be served. 
The cost is $10.00, children 6 and under are free. 

Welcome to Our New Deacon 
 

We are very happy to welcome to our Parish    
Rev. Mr. Hiep Nguyen, a native of Viet Nam. Fr. 
Nguyen has been ordained a transitional Deacon 
currently completing his studies at St. John’s Sem-
inary in Brighten, MA.  He will be ordained a 
priest for our Diocese in June of 2020.  During his 
final year in the Seminary he will be spending his 
weekends with us, helping with the liturgies, our 
Religious Education Program, Baptisms and much 
more.  We are grateful to Bishop Tobin for giving 
us the opportunity to benefit from his ministry 
among us. 
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Announcements 

Parish Support 
 

  August 18, 2019 2018 

Basket  $6,805.50 $5,946.00 

ACH   $1,437.00 $1,938.00 

 
  August 25, 2019 2018 

Basket  $6,870.00 $6,795.50 

ACH   $1,267.00 $1,618.00 

YTD              $76,481.50        $83,968.50 

Online Giving 
 

We offer an online option that complements our 
offering envelope use. By signing up to give your 
weekly offertory and special collections online, 
you will help the parish more accurately forecast 
our finances and plan more strategically. Online 
Giving is a safe, secure and dependable means of 
income for the parish. Visit  www.stbernardnk.org, 
click on “Support your Parish” and follow the 
link to ParishSoft, Online Giving. 

While You’re Away Don’t Forget 
 
If you are away this summer enjoying the beach 
or far-away places, please don’t forget that back 
home in old St. Bernard’s, we still have to pay 
our bills.  If you are away and miss a few weeks 
of your budget contributions, please try to make 
them up so that we can keep going or you can 
use the Online Giving Option  We miss you 
while you’re away, and we miss your generosity 
too! 

Upcoming Meetings 

Mon 
9/2 

Labor Day 
Parish Office Closed 

 

Sun 
9/8 

Faith Formation Open House 
Parish Hall 

Faith Formation Family Mass 

 5:30 PM 
 
 6:30 PM 

Treasures from Our Tradition 
 

The readings today center on mindfulness, aware-
ness of where we stand in God’s plan. The moun-
tain of Sinai carries a message of the majesty and 
distance of God, while Jesus’ presence as host of 
the banquet speaks of intimacy and mystery. Sep-
tember’s shadow calls us all to mindfulness as we 
prepare to return to life outside of summer. The 
Christian life holds these two places of knowledge 
of God in careful balance. Even in the accounts of 
the Passion we see the table of the upper room in 
balance with the Mount of Olives. 
 Altar means “high place,” yet it is also a table. 
The former liturgy of the Latin Rite began with 
the priest bowing at the foot of the altar’s three 
steps, chanting Introibo ad altare Dei, or “I will 
go to the altar of God,” followed by the altar serv-
ers’ response, “The God who gives joy to my 
youth.” Many parishioners can recall and recite 
this scene by heart. As with so many things in lit-
urgy, there are layers of meaning in our worship. 
The altar table evokes memories of the high plac-
es once reserved for encounter with the holy, and 
the intimacy of the table where hospitality draws 
us to share food and drink. 
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Sunday Community Dinners 
 

The Sunday Community Dinners are held weekly 
at First Baptist Church of Wickford, 44 Main 
Street. Dinners are served at 12:30 p.m., are open 
to all, and FREE. St. Bernard’s will be providing 
the meal September 15, October 20, November 
17, December 1 and January 19. If you would like 
to help, please call Chris Kosak at 294-2885 or the 
Parish Center at 295-0387. 

Sacramental Preparation 
 

Religious Education Schedules 
 

First Communion 1 & 2: (Grades 1 & 2) 
 

Sunday, September 8th 5:30 PM 
 Open House & Parent/Student Meeting 
 Mass at 6:30 PM 
 

Saturday, October 5th 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM 
 First Class (8:45 AM arrival time) 
 

Grades 3, 4, 5: 
 

Sunday, September 8th 5:30 PM 
 Open House & Parent/Student Meeting 
 Mass at 6:30 PM 
 

Sunday, October 6th  
 Children’s Mass 8:30 AM  
 Class-9:30-11:30 AM in the Parish Center 
 

Grades 6 & 7 and Confirmation 1 & 2 
 

Sunday, September 8th 5:30 PM 
 Open House & Parent/Student Meeting 
 Mass at 6:30 PM 

 

Sunday, September 29th 
 First Class: 4:45 PM in the Parish Center 
 Mass: 6:30 PM 
 

Sunday, October 6th 12:30  - 4:30 
 Retreat in the Parish Center (Grade 8 Only) 
 

Confirmation Candidates for 2019 
 

Sunday, September 15th 6:30-7:30 PM  
 Candidate & Sponsor Meeting: Parish Center 
 

Sunday, September 22rd 10:30 AM Mass 
 Followed by Confirmation Retreat 
  in the Parish Center: 11:30 AM—3:00 PM 
 

Tuesday, October 15th 6:30-7:30 PM 
 Confirmation Rehearsal in the Church 
 

Saturday, October 19th 11:00 AM 
 Confirmation with Bishop Tobin 
 
If you have not registered your child for classes, regis-
tration and payment can be done on our website: 
www.stbernardnk.org. If you have any questions, 
please contact the Faith Formation Office at 
sbc.reled@verizon.net or 295-0387.  

St. Pius X Church Annual Walk for 
Life  

“Witness to the powerful sanctity of 
human life” 

 

Sunday, October 20, 2019 Walk begins at 12:00 
noon 

Gather at St. Pius X Church with one-mile walk to 
include a brief prayer service at the  
Tomb of the Unborn at St. Sebastian’s Cemetery 
For those unable to walk and/or would prefer to 
pray in silence there will be 2 hours of Eucharis-
tic Adoration from 12—2:00 ending with Bene-
diction. Following Benediction, a Collation Out-
side (weather permitting) will be held. 
Children MOST Welcome to Walk and Pray with 
Us! 
 
All Sponsor donations will go toward the follow-
ing upcoming events Local youth attending the 
2020 Annual March For Life in D.C;  “Dinner 
and a Movie”(Unplanned with Abby Johnson); 
Supporting the St. Pius X Youth Group and Reli-
gious Education local and global outreach pro-
jects; defray cost for a special guest speaker talk-
ing on St. Joseph in 2020;   Supporting events 
sponsored through the  Diocese of Providence 
Life and Family Ministries; and more…. 
 
For further information, please contact:  Christy 
Eiva, 377-2782 or Deb Carey, 596-2535 
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