St. Bernard Church
275 Tower Hill Road

North Kingstown, R. I.
A Stewardship Parish
Seventh Sunday of Easter
May 28, 2017

Rev. John E. Unsworth, Pastor
Rev. Charles Maher, Weekend Assistant
Pastoral Assistant: Angelo Giacchi
Administrative Assistant: Michael Saunders
Elementary Faith Formation: Dawn Masterson
Rel. Ed. Office Manager: Deborah Fortin
Music Director: Alison Shea

Baptism:

Communion
to the Sick:

Please notify us of those sick and
in need of Communion at home.

Marriage:

Please call 10 months in advance.

Holy Orders:

Tel: 401-831-8011
www.catholicpriest.com

Project Rachel:

Post abortion counseling
Tel: 401-421-7833, ext. 118

Mass Schedules
Weekends:
Saturday Vigil ~ 5:00 PM
Sundays
7:00 AM
8:30 AM
10:30 AM

Please call Angelo at the Parish
Center for information about
scheduling and preparation.

Sacrament of
Reconciliation:

Saturdays 4:00 PM ~ 4:30 PM


Weekdays:
8:00 AM Monday through Friday
Parish Center: 275 Tower Hill Road
North Kingstown, RI 02852
Phone #:

295-0387

E-mail:

sbc.bus@verizon.net

Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:00 AM ~ 4:00 PM
Please visit us on the web:
http://www.SBCWickford.org

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:
Following Tuesday’s 8:00 AM Mass
until 11:30 AM
Family Faith Formation Program:
This family based program provides parishioners of
all ages opportunities for learning, growing and living
our Faith through common experiences, age-specific
learning and interactive sharing and is designed for
families with children in grades 1 through 7. Our
Confirmation Program accepts students in grades 8
and 9, but any high school student is welcome. For
information contact sbc.reled@verizon.net .

At the funeral liturgy the community gathers with the family and friends of the deceased to give praise and
thanks to God for Christ’s victory over sin and death, to commend the deceased to God’s tender mercy and
compassion, and to seek strength in the proclamation of the paschal mystery.
- Introduction to the Rite of Christian Burial for Catholics.
Recently an advertisement appeared in the paper from a local Funeral Home (not in North Kingstown)
stating that: “Instead of automatically embracing the rites and rituals of preceding generations, Baby Boomers are formulating their funerals to be as unique as each individual. This is nothing new for this generation,
which has always approached life (and, now death) on its own terms.” In other words, for people my age
(I’m a baby boomer too) this means that death is being viewed as just another in a series of events in life that
needs to be personalized and celebrated. Well, if that is so, then I have something to say about funeral rites to
my own generation and to their children, the Mellennials.
Those of us who came of age during the height of the Vietnam War were formed by the social upheaval
and political turmoil of that time. Old values and systems were questioned and in many cases, done away
with. We were looking for a “better way” to run the world. But when it came to religion, there was a subtle
arrogance which said that the eternal truths about God and religion could also be challenged. Many of my
contemporaries stopped going to church, but insisted on raising their children as Catholics. The problem was
that their children received little, if any, formation in the faith. They went to CCD classes and learned some
facts about Catholicism, but for many of them their understanding of the faith was very shallow. They knew
that in some vague way, “God loves me”, but there was no deep understanding that they were members of a
larger group of believers, the Church, who proclaimed and lived a certain faith and shared a common creed.
Their parents would pick and choose what they wanted to believe, and then were surprised that their children
did the same.
It should be no surprise that this same generation and the one that came after it does not have a good understanding of our rituals and beliefs, and it is never more obvious than at the time of a funeral. In our tradition, the Funeral Mass is not “testimonial dinner” for the deceased. We are not there to worship Joe, who has
not passed on, rather, we are there to proclaim our faith in the Resurrection and God’s mercy. At every Mass,
including a funeral, we worship God and not the deceased.
While it is certainly necessary and important at a funeral to remember the person we have loved and lost
as well as all the wonderful things he or she may have accomplished in life, we must also remember that by our Catholic Funeral Rites we are consoled by our faith. If some Baby
Boomers and the next generation of Millennials have lost their faith along the way, then our
Funeral Mass must indeed seem dull and cold.
When we celebrate the Rite of Christian Burial for one we love, we are not there to answer
the question, “How great a guy was Joe?” We are there to answer the question “What happens to Joe now?” On this Memorial Day let us remember all our dearly departed and pray for them, for I
know that they are praying for us.
Fr. Jack

Dress Up For the Holy Spirit
Next week we celebrate the great feast of Pentecost. Help us welcome the Spirit to our Parish by wearing
something RED to Mass next weekend. It is the color of the Holy Spirit.
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Upcoming Meetings
MONDAY, May 29:
8:00 AM – Charles Merendino
by Salvatore & Linda Sanfilippo
TUESDAY, May 30:
8:00 AM – Deceased of the parish
WEDNESDAY, May 31:
8:00 AM – Vincent & Irene Greene
by their family

Mon Memorial Day:
Parish Office Closed
5/29

Tue
5/30

Tee-Ball League, Parish Grounds
Vacation Bible School Planning
Meeting, Parish Center

5:30 PM
6:30 PM

Thu
6/1

Adult Choir, Parish Center

6:45 PM

THURSDAY, June 1
8:00 AM – Jean Reilly
by her husband
FRIDAY June 2:
8:00 AM – Deceased of the parish

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE
SATURDAY, June 3:
5:00 PM – The deceased of the Hastings Family
SUNDAY, June 4:
7:00 AM - John R. Wright, Birthday Remembrance
by his wife and family

Parish Oﬃce Summer Hours
Monday—Thursday
9:00 AM—4:00 PM

8:30 AM - Kimberly Tarbox
by her family

Closed on Fridays.

10:30 AM –Joy Cascio
by her husband

PARISH SUPPORT
May 21, 2017
We offer an online option that complements our
offering envelope use. By signing up to give your
weekly offertory and special collections online,
you will help the parish more accurately forecast
our finances and plan more strategically. Online
Giving is a safe, secure and dependable means of
income for the parish. Visit SBCWickford.org, click
on “Support your Parish” and follow the link to
OSV, Online Giving.

2016

Basket

$6,540.00

$6,330.00

On Line Giving

$1,787.00

$1,853.00

Year To Date

$451,383.00 $541,925.00
May 14, 2017

2016

Basket

$6,630.00

$6,916.00

On Line Giving

$2,397.00

$2,393.00
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Announcements

“Faith and Good Works”

Sunday Community Dinners
The Sunday Community Dinners are held weekly
at 1st Baptist Church of Wickford, 44 Main Street.
Dinners are served at 12:30 p.m. (new start time)
and are open to all, FREE. St. Bernard’s will be
providing the meal on June 25 and July 23. If you
would like to help, please call Chris Kosak at 2942885 or the Parish Center at 295-0387.

Supports 39 Diocesan Ministries and Programs that
Serve Over 200,000 Rhode Islanders Annually

It is the goal of every Catholic Charity Appeal ministry to continue the redemptive work of Christ in
our world.
What We Do:
1. We teach God’s truth
2. We love our neighbor
3. We serve with grateful hearts

Emmanuel House
Homeless Shelter
We are always in need of
new socks, bath towels,
and backpacks, twinsized bedding, etc. Drop
off items at the Parish Center. Contact the office
at ParishCenter@SBCWickford.org or 2950387 for more information.

The N. K. Food Pantry
. For May the Pantry needs:
Tuna, Baked Beans, Canned Meats (chicken, corned
beef hash, spam, etc.), Jams & Jellies, Coffee, Spaghetti Sauce, Canned Fruits, Condiments (mayo,
ketchup, mustard), Instant Puddings, Toothpaste &
Brushes

Why We Do It:
1. To promote peace and justice
2. To proclaim the dignity of each person
3. To share our values
How We Do It:
1. Through 39 ministries and programs
2. Through dedicated clergy, staff and volunteers
3. Through living what we believe
Case Statement for the Catholic Charity Appeal
The Catholic Charity Appeal is the main source of
support for our diocesan agencies providing for the
physical, educational, and spiritual needs of Rhode
Islanders each year. It is our responsibility to ensure
that these agencies and programs have the resources
available to help our brothers and sisters in need.

We continue the Annual Catholic
Charity Fund Appeal in our Parish. Some of our parishioners
have already responded to a personal appeal directly from Bishop Tobin, and soon we will make
the general appeal to the entire
Parish. With your help we are
sure to reach our parish goal of $85,000 this year.
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FAITH FORMATION PROGRAM
SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION
IT’S REGISTRATION TIME!!!!!
Registration forms were
emailed this week to families
that participated in our programs last year.
If your child was not part of
our program last year or you
did not receive an email and
you would like to register them for the grade appropriate program, detailed information about the program
and registration forms are available in the gathering
space in the back of the church and at the Parish Office
They will be on our website in the near future.
Completed forms can be mailed or dropped off at the
Parish Office, or placed in the collection basket at
Mass. Upon your review of the documents should you
have any questions, please contact the Faith Formation
Office at sbc.reled@verizon.net or 295-0387.
Registration deadlines:
June 30, 2017: for Grades 1through 9
May 31, 2017: for Grade 10 (Student has completed
our 2 year Confirmation Program and will be confirmed in October, 2017 (date TBA)
Confirmation Candidates
Reminder: Confirmation Candidates are required
to sign in to record their attendance at weekly
Mass in the book located in the gathering space. If
you attend Mass at a different church, please return a signed bulletin to the Parish Center on a
regular basis.

Summer Bible Camp
(June 26 - June 30, 2017)
A weeklong, half day camp hosted at St. Bernard
Church for Students entering grade K-5 in the fall of
2017. The theme is Maker Fun Factory - Created by
God, Built for a purpose. There will be a variety of
activities including, games, story time, crafts and
snack time. Registration forms are available in the
gathering space of the Church. Adult volunteers are
needed as “Station Leaders” and High School Students
are needed as ‘Crew Leaders”. If you are interested
please contact the Faith Formation Office at 295-0387
or sbc.reled@verizon.net as soon as possible.

St Bernard Tee-Ball
After over a 20 year hiatus, St. B's
tee-ball is making a comeback! On
Tuesday's May 30, June 6, 13 & 20
we will be hosting tee-ball clinics here on the
Church's grounds from 5:30-6:30. Open for boys and
girls ages 3-6, we hope to bring back what was once
a very popular program in the parish. For more information, including volunteer opportunities and
registration please contact Ed Cooney at either
ecooneyjr@gmail.com or (401) 965-9724.

“From Darkness to Light”
Project Rachel Workshop
The Diocese of Providence will host a Project Rachel workshop for post-abortive women. Project
rachel is a national outreach program to aid women
who have suffered the physical, spiritual and emotional trauma of abortion.
Saturday June 10, 8:30 AM 4:30 PM
Place: The Peace Barn at the Franciscan Missionaries of
Mary, North Providence
Call or email Carol Owens at 401-421-7833, ext. 218 or
cowens@dioceseofprovidence.org
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